
 

  LITERATURE & SOCIETY  SYLLABUS:  
CHAVIVA HIGH SCHOOL 

2019-2020 

Contact Information: 

Instructor:  Mrs. Crowell  

Email:   dcrowell@chavivahighschool.org 

“We are cups, constantly and quietly being filled. The trick is, knowing how to tip ourselves over and let 
the beautiful stuff out.”  

―  Ray Bradbury 

Course Overview:  
The course looks at modern political life through the lens of great works of political literature. This course 
asks such questions as: how are pieces of literature (including novels, and short stories) commentaries on, 
interventions into, and resistance to politics; what is the relationship between the development of the 
novel and modern political movements like capitalism, individualism, and democracy; how does literature 
describe the effect of totalitarianism, communism, and democracy on our everyday lives; can literature 
give us insight into politics that news, theories, and articles do not; how does political life influence the 
production and distribution of literary works; can literature make a unique contribution to democratic life; 
and how does literature help us cope with, and resist, political oppression, racism, and ostracism? 
 
General Education Core Curriculum Goals & Objectives: 
 
Chaviva Belief Statement- 
 
“To engage students, encourage questions, and ignite a passion for lifelong learning." 
 
College and Career Readiness (CCR)  Standard : Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking 
to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
Grade 11-12-  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
CCR Anchor Standard 2 : Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
provide a summary or thorough analysis of the text, including the appropriate components. 
Grades 11-12:  Analyze literary text development.Determine two or more themes of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another. 
Produce a thorough analysis of the text. 
CCR Anchor Standard 3 : Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over 
the course of a text. 
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Grades 11-12:  Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements 
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced 
and developed). 
CCR Anchor Standard 4 : Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific language choices shape 
meaning, mood, or tone of the text. 
Grades 11-12:  Determine the connotative, denotative, and figurative meanings of words and phrases as 
they are used in the text; analyze the impact of author’s diction, including multiple-meaning words or 
language that is particularly evocative to the tone and mood of the text. 
CCR Anchor Standard 5 : Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, 
and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  
Grades 11-12:  Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., 
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) 
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 
CCR Anchor Standard 6 : Assess how point of view, perspective, or purpose shapes the content and 
style of a text. 
Grades 11-12:  Analyze a case in which grasping point of view or perspective requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement) 
and evaluate the impact of these literary devices on the content and style of the text. 
CCR Anchor Standard 7 : Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.* 
Grades 11-12:  Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. 
(Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.) 
CCR Anchor Standard 9 : Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to 
build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
Grades 11-12:  Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 
foundational works of American literature, including how two or more diverse texts from the same period 
treat similar themes and/or topics. 
CCR Anchor Standard 10 : Read, comprehend, and respond to complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently. 
Grades 11-12:  By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range, building background knowledge and activating prior knowledge in order to make 
personal, societal, and ethical connections that deepen understanding of complex text. 
 
Materials for Class: 

● 3-ring Binder with loose leaf paper and dividers (recommended for notes and handouts) 
● Writing utensils (pen/pencil) and erasers 
● Highlighters 
●  Notecards 

Classroom Rules/ Expectations: 

● Above all else, students are to be respectful to one another and the instructor. 
● Arrive to class on time. 
● Be prepared. 



 

● Complete and submit all classwork and homework assignments in on time. 

Required Readings: 

Novels/Plays: 

● Animal Farm by  George Orwell  
● Lord of the Flies  by William Golding  
● Fahrenheit 451  by Ray Bradbury  
● Death of a Salesman  by Arthur Miller  
● Heart of Darkness  by Joseph Conrad  
● The Lottery  by Shirley Jackson  

 

Outline of activities: 

●  Introduction to class syllabus, rules and procedures 
●  Essay writing 
● Journal writing 
●  Vocabulary activities and quizzes.  
●  Read and analyze works of Literature. 
● Multimedia presentations. 
● Group assignments. 

Homework Policy:  

Homework is an integral part of the student’s grade and is essential to developing skills to pass quizzes; to 
pass tests; to compose paragraphs, essays, etc.; and to complete independent and group projects. 

● Assignments must be completed on time on the due date given. 
● Submit  all homework due at the beginning of class. 

Writing Guidelines:  

All work submitted for a grade must be neatly written   or word processed.  Final drafting and publishing 
of essays and other assignments  must be double-spaced and using 12 point Times New Roman. 

Citation Style Guide:  MLA Citations: http://wally.rit.edu/pubs/guides/mla.html  

Grammar Skills: 

Skills will include a review of the parts of speech, subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent 
agreement, fragments and run-on statements, sentence structure, thesis statements, outlining, parallelism, 
scholarly quoting and documentation using MLA format, and other information needed for the 
ever-changing demands and opportunities of the twenty- first century. 



 

Grading Breakdown: 

10% attendance( mandatory for all classes) 
10% participation  
10%Homework  
15% quizzes 
25% tests  
30% projects and other in class assignments  

Grade Scale & System

 

This class is graded on a points based system. All assignments have a certain point value in accordance to 
their length and difficulty. Grades are calculated by adding all points and dividing by number of 
assignments. 
 

 

 
 

 


